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Addressing the Paradox of “High Recognition, Low Participa-
tion” : Institutional Misalignment and Collaborative Pathways in
University Innovation and Entrepreneurship Education
XU Si-si, HUANG Yan-zhong

Abstract: Responding to students’ need for agency is key to improving the quality of innovation and entre-
preneurship education in universities. Based on a questionnaire survey of 1 246 college students from seven
universities in Hubei Province, this study found that while students express a high level of recognition for
innovation and entrepreneurship education, their actual participation is characterized by low initiative and
superficial, utilitarian mindset, resulting in a generally low sense of fulfillment from such education. The root
cause lies in a structural mismatch between institutional provision and students’ intrinsic needs across three
dimensions: classroom instruction, practical training, and incentive mechanisms. Through a comparative
analysis of the institutional logic underlying three typical practice models at Renmin University of China, Bei-
hang University, and Shanghai Jiao Tong University, the study draws upon the strengths and limitations of
institutional designs focused on knowledge transfer, skills training, and incentives. The study integrates and
constructs a “seven-in-one” collaborative education model centered on students’ intrinsic needs. Through
the synergy of seven key elements, classroom instruction, activity guidance, competition promotion, role
model guidance, fund support, incubation bases, and follow-up services, this model achieves horizontal func-
tional complementarity, vertical progressive support, and the exchange of internal and external resources
among innovation and entrepreneurship education components, thereby forming a systematic framework cov-
ering the entire process of innovation and entrepreneurship education. The model aims to drive the transfor-
mation of innovation and entrepreneurship education from “mass provision” to “high-quality empowerment”,
providing both a theoretical foundation and practical pathways for resolving institutional challenges and opti-
mizing the educational ecosystem.

Key words: student agency; innovation and entrepreneurship education; institutional constraints; collabora-

tive education
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