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HE T 1 R R TR AU ER 25 73 1% Y

The Transformation of Interdisciplinary Models in Chinese
Universities
WANG Xing-zhao, LI Le-fan

Abstract: The evolution of interdisciplinary collaboration in Chinese universities has exhibited distinct
phased characteristics and model transitions. Drawing on Foucault’s Theory of the Episteme and integrating
the logic of interdisciplinary development—where “governance concepts drive organizational transforma-
tion”—within the Chinese context, this paper constructs a “governance concepts—organizational forms” ana-
lytical framework to systematically examine the historical evolution of interdisciplinary collaboration in Chi-
nese universities. The study finds that the paradigm shifts in interdisciplinary collaboration in Chinese univer-
sities have progressed through the following phases: the decentralized exploration phase (1949—1980) , the
multidisciplinary restructuring phase (1981—2000) , the interdisciplinary collaboration phase (2001—2019) ,
and the new interdisciplinary discipline phase (2020—present). These phases do not represent a simple linear
succession but rather exhibit characteristics of overlapping paradigms and path dependence. The establish-
ment of the new interdisciplinary model marks a fundamental shift in which interdisciplinary studies have
moved from the periphery to the center and from a means to an end. To shape a new landscape for interdisci-
plinary development in Chinese higher education, future efforts should focus on establishing a stable and con-
sistent policy environment, breaking path dependence in organizational structures, and promoting coordinated
institutional and mechanistic transformations.

Key words: interdisciplinary studies in universities; Theory of the Episteme; multidisciplinary; transdisci-

plinary; interdisciplinary
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