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Carbon Colonialism: Historical Origin, Concept Analysis and
Essence Criticism
WU Hong-tao

Abstract: Carbon colonialism is a special product of capitalism’s “carbon greed”, which not only confirms
the historical behavior of capitalism’ s crazy plunder of carbon resources, but also deeply demonstrates the
realistic intention of capitalism to quietly transfer carbon emissions. Driven by capital desire and hegemonic
ambition, capitalism meticulously dismantles carbon colonization into three main forms: carbon plunder in
other regions by violent means, carbon pollution inflicted on the global surface by unrestrained carbon con-
sumption, and covert carbon transfer achieved through production outsourcing and greenwashing of consump-
tion. Carbon colonialism has inherited the spatiality of colonialism, manifesting visibly as a “North-to-
South” geographical orientation, which indicates the colonial acts of carbon exploitation, carbon squeezing
and carbon control imposed by capitalist countries on underdeveloped countries in the global south. Carbon
colonialism has produced the real space for supplying carbon resources and accommodating carbon emissions,
the difference space between central and peripheral levels, the natural space for climate deterioration and eco-
logical destruction for capitalism, which reflects the historical preemption logic of rationalizing carbon emis-
sions in capitalist countries built by carbon colonialism and the residual extraction disguised as carbon gover-
nance. When the traditional colonialism with territorial rule and sovereignty dependence as the core faded out
of the historical stage, carbon colonialism provided the possibility for capitalism to deploy new colonial hege-
mony in the world, which urgently needed our critical attention.

Key words: carbon colonialism; capitalocene; carbon emissions; space; exploit
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