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Reshaping the Notion of “Nature”: An Interpretation on Con-
struction of Ecological Civilization from the Perspective of Marxist
Cultural Philosophy
SU Zhen-yuan

Abstract: From the perspective of cultural philosophy, the notion of “nature” serves as a fundamental philo-
sophical category for the construction of ecological civilization. With the advancement of industrialization, the
dualistic separation of subject and object has increasingly become the dominant epistemological framework,
giving rise to a modern view of nature centered on “nature as an objective existence” and “nature as the mea-
sure of subjective existence”. While capitalist mode of production drives industrialization, it also absorbs and
transforms this modern view of nature, fostering two ostensibly opposing yet essentially unified conceptual
systems— “dominating nature” and “returning to nature”. As a new form of civilization that transcends capi-
talist industrial civilization, ecological civilization cannot simply critique “dominating nature” by advocating
“returning to nature”. Instead, it must comprehensively reshape the notion of “nature” with Marx and
Engels’s Method. Firstly, it should move beyond the metaphysical “self-caused nature” ontology in modern
philosophy, reconceptualizing nature as “historical nature”. Secondly, it should adopt a reflective and integra-
tive approach to traditional notions of “nature”, treating them both as windows to observe social existence in
specific eras and as means to dismantle the transcendental illusions of individual notions through cross-
referencing. Thirdly, it must continuously reproduce the notion of “nature” within newly-developed social
structures, enabling it to facilitate the unity of humans and the environment at higher stages of historical
development.

Key words: Marxism; view of nature; cultural philosophy; ecological civilization; capitalism
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