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Marxist Ecology’s Exploration on the “Ecological Imperialism
Critique”
ZHAO Fang, HUAN Qing-zhi

Abstract: “Ecological Imperialism Critique” in contemporary Chinese Marxist ecology refers to a systematic
critical analysis of global capitalist socio-ecological problems. This approach , which originates from classical
Marxist critical concepts and methods, has been consciously developed through critical theories and intellec-
tual currents represented by the Ecological Marxism. Unlike the pioneering research in fields like Environ-
mental History, the foreign Ecological Marxism has successively produced four highly representative critical
pathways: the critique of spatial political economy, of world-system political ecology, of Metabolicrift, and
of Social-Ecological Transformation. Its critical focus and divergences primarily center on two core ques-
tions: “What is Ecological Imperialism?” and “How should we study and respond to Ecological Imperial-
ism?” Looking ahead, research must deepen in three areas: First, fully grasp the limitations of foreign Eco-
logical Marxism’s “Ecological Imperialism Critique”; Second, consciously strengthen the organic connection
between classical imperialism and the “Ecological Imperialism Critique” ; Third, accelerate the construction
of an autonomous Chinese knowledge system for “Ecological Imperialism Critique”. The study holds critical
significance for breaking through western discourse monopolies, responding to the justice demands of the
Global South, and advancing toward a new future of global socio-ecological justice.

Key words: ecological imperialism; Marxist ecology; ecological Marxism; China’s autonomous knowledge

system; global governance
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