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Faking Nature or Self-salvation?

— Metaphysical Inquiry into Ecological Restoration Engineering from the Per-
spective of Environmental Ethics

JIANG Xue-ru

Abstract: The rational restoration and reconstruction of degraded ecosystems has become an urgent task for
ecological protection practices in the Anthropocene. However, given the unstable ideological foundation of
“ecological restoration”, the originally crucial environmental movement has been subjected to various meta-
physical doubts. At the ontological level, environmental ethicists such as Katz pointed out that ecological res-
toration is essentially the construction of a highly artificial nature, which is “faked” by artificial technology,
resulting in an “identity crisis” for the ecosystem before and after restoration. At the level of the relationship
between humans and nature, this invisibly exacerbates the binary opposition between the two, highlighting
the arrogant posture of humans in front of nature. On the value level, some people like Elliot believe that
even restored ecosystems can weaken the inherent value of nature itself due to its long evolutionary mecha-
nisms. If we shift the focus of ecological restoration from the perspective of “history” to the vast space of
“future” , highlighting the transformation of the traditional goal of ecological restoration from natural “enti-
ties” to restoring the “relationship” between humans and nature, we may be able to construct a positive and
harmonious coexistence of humans and nature in environmental governance, ultimately promoting the con-
struction of an ecological civilization highland.

Key words: ecological restoration; technology; ecosystem; human and nature; environmental ethics
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