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From Traditional Adjacent Rights to Spatial Adjacent Rights: Jur-
isprudential Foundations and Institutional Development for Syner -
gistic Governance in National Parks Adjacent Areas
QIN Tian-bao, WU Yu-han

Abstract: National parks, as important ecological spaces, undertake multiple functions such as ecological
protection, social services, and green development. Adjacent areas, serving as transitional spaces geographi-
cally connected to national parks with functional interaction and symbiotic interests, require collaborative gov-
ernance. This necessity arises not only from the practical need to protect the integrity of ecosystems and
ensure benefits for all, but also, more fundamentally, from the need to resolve the deep-seated conflict
between conservation and development. Traditional theories of adjacent rights, confined to private property
rights conflicts within the sphere of private law and limited to a flat, unitary regulatory models, prove inad-
equate for effectively regulating the spatial adjacency between national parks and their adjacent areas. The
existing legal structure of rights is also ill-suited to the spatial interactivity and dynamic correlation between
national parks and their adjacent areas in terms of ecological functions, resource utilization, and benefit distri-
bution. As a new type of governance model, the ecological space adjacent right, while inheriting the require-
ments of tolerance and convenience {rom traditional rights, places greater emphasis on spatial functional
complementarity and benefit sharing. Constructing a collaborative governance framework based on the juris-
prudential foundation of the ecological space adjacent right can transcend the two-dimensional limitations of
traditional geographic boundaries and private law ownership. This involves clarifying a multi-stakeholder gov-
ernance model among governance actors, achieving functionally complementary integration in governance
tools, establishing spatial benefit distribution rules of “restriction-compensation-sharing” within governance
relationships, and forming a new governance paradigm centered on the integrity of ecological functions that
integrates ecological security, resource optimization, and coordination of spatial interests. .

Key words: spatial adjacencies; national park adjacent areas; overall systematic
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