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Algorithmic Gaze: Alienated Communication in the Era of Embod -
ied Intelligence and Its Resolution
ZHANG Shu-hua

Abstract: Embodied intelligence is rooted in the continuous interaction between the “perception-cognition-
behavior” loop and physical context, driving a profound communication revolution. However, under the
logic of digital capitalism, technological applications have not led to the liberation of communication but have
instead given rise to new forms of communication alienation. The criticism of this issue cannot be confined to
the level of technical ethics; it must delve into the core of Marx’s theory of alienation to examine the qualita-
tive transformation of communicative practice itself. Under the gaze of algorithms, the alienation of communi-
cation in the era of embodied intelligence presents fourfold manifestations: language as a communication
medium is instrumentalized, space as a communication context is regulated, emotions as the core of commu-
nication are commodified, and value as the purpose of communication is dominated by capital. To abandon
the alienation of communication in the era of embodied intelligence, we should fully tap into the liberating
potential of embodied intelligence in the technological dimension; and break the monopoly of capital on tech-
nology through the transformation of production relations in the institutional dimension; cultivate individual
autonomy and initiative in the subjective dimension; promote the transformation from data “connectivity” to
true “human unity”, and then transform technological innovation into the reshaping of communication and the
liberating power of human beings.

Key words: algorithmic gaze; embodied intelligence; alienation of communication; subjectivity; capital

logic
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