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Ecological Philosophy in Ancient China’s Natural Resource Man-
agement System and Its Contemporary Reference Value
HE Qing-jun, XIANG Wen-jing, PENG Jing

Abstract: Rooted in the long-standing practices of agricultural civilization, ancient China’s natural resource
management system effectively fostered a harmonious coexistence between humanity and nature, embodying
ancient Chinese ecological philosophy of “the unity of nature and humanity” and showcasing wisdom in sus-
tainable ecological governance. Through investigating the historical evolution, functions, and operational
mechanisms of the system, this study delves into its principles of moderate utilization, its ecological rule of
law approach combining penalties and incentives, and its protection strategies involving categorization and
zoning. It further explores the insights this ancient system offers for the construction of a contemporary eco-
logical civilization. Research reveals that through systematic institutional establishment, legalized resource
management, and dynamic inspection and supervision, the system constituted a “state-led” model of ecologi-
cal governance in ancient China, providing a rich legacy of institutional and cultural resources for modern eco-
logical governance. Its wisdom in harmonizing human-nature relations and balancing ecological protection
with resource utilization is particularly precious, offering historical reference for current ecological civilization
construction, green transformation, and global ecological governance. The systemic governance, legal
enforceability, and cultural edification demonstrated by the system hold significant instructive value for
improving current ecological governance frameworks and promoting the inheritance of ecological culture.

Key words: ancient China’s natural resource management system; ecological wisdom; unity of nature and

humanity; ecological civilization; sustainable development; ecological governance
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