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On Systematic Construction of Ecological Restoration Based on
Social-ecological System Theory
WU Peng

Abstract: Driven by the global wave of ecological restoration, international institutional frameworks for eco-
logical restoration have entered a phase of rapid development, forming a theoretical framework and practical
paradigm centered on Social-ecological Systems (SES) theory. However, research on China’ s ecological
restoration institutions still faces challenges such as an incomplete theoretical system, insufficient alignment
with scientific understanding, and a lack of practical guidance, severely hindering the effective advancement
of ecological restoration legal system development. Therefore, a “nature-society” dual-cooperative ecological
restoration institutional framework should be established. This framework must fully account for the complex-
ity and dynamism of ecosystems, establish multi-stakeholder collaborative governance mechanisms, and
improve long-term evaluation and feedback mechanisms for ecological restoration. These measures will opti-
mize the social effectiveness of ecological restoration, thereby building a more scientifically sound and rational
ecological restoration system.

Key words: social-ecosystem theory; ecological restoration systems; resilience; social restoration
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