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Inheritance and Development: The Logical Evolution and Practical
Path of Human Emancipation in the Intelligent Era
WEI Li

Abstract: All previous scientific and technological revolutions in modern times have advanced the process of
human emancipation by innovating production tools, and this logic continues to deepen in the intelligent era:
AT drives the evolution of human activity capabilities from the “intellectual human” (with intelligence as the
dominant form) to the “creative human” (with creativity as the core form). Inheriting and developing Marx-
ist theory of human emancipation, human emancipation in the intelligent era encompasses four dimensions:
emancipation of labor, of social relations, of individuality, and sustainable human development. Intelligent
technologies provide diverse practical paths for human emancipation by shortening the social necessary labor
time, expanding the space for social interaction, stimulating individual creativity, and enabling lifelong learn-
ing. In essence, it is necessary to eliminate the capitalist application logic of intelligent technologies by coordi-
nating innovation between institutional design and technological application, and realize the dialectical unity
of free labor, equal relations, prominent individuality and sustainable development by overcoming technologi-
cal alienation.

Key words: intelligent era; human emancipation; scientific and technological revolution; capital logic; sus-

tainable human development
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