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Criminalization of Responsibility for Restoring Ecology and
Environment
SU Yong-sheng, HAN Mei

Abstract: The special needs in environmental crime governance, legislative practice of restoring ecology and
environment, integrated criminal sanctions concept of “punishment-prevention-recovery” provide significant
practical grounding for restoring ecology and environment. Chinese criminal law does not stipulate restorion
of ecology and environment. In China’s criminal judicial interpretation, restoring ecology and environment
1s used as circumstances of non-prosecution, leniency punishment, and decriminalization, but there are defi-
ciencies such as narrow scope, low degree and imprecise way in use, inconsistence with specialization of
ecology-and-environment justice, disadvantage to saving judicial cost and promoting application of responsi-
bility for restoring ecology and environment. Therefore, restoring ecology and environment should be pre-
scribed as an accessory punishment for ecology-and-environment crime. Its application condition, enforce-
ment and supervision agency should be clarified. Under legislative form of codifying, restoring ecology and
environment can only be stipulated in the specific provisions of ecology-and-environment crime. Under the
legislative form of specialized criminal law, restoring ecology and environment may be stipulated in both gen-
eral provisions and divided provisions stipulating ecology-and-environment crimes.

Key words: restoring ecology and environment; criminalization; construction in legislation; form of legal

responsibility ; accessory punishment
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