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A Study of the Value Form in Das Kapital: Interpretive Space and
Theoretical Limitations
CHEN Fei

Abstract: The theory of the value form in Das Kapital expresses two levels of thematic concerns: Firstly,
through a dialectical analysis of the evolutionary logic of the value form, it reveals an abstract structure that
dominates the modern world, a structure deduced from the morphological changes of the value form itself.
Secondly, within this dialectical analysis, Marx consistently grasps the mode of existence and essential char-
acteristics of capitalist relations of production from a historical perspective. Grounded in the theory of the
value form in Das Kapital, academic circles at home and abroad have conducted in-depth explorations of
important issues such as dialectics, abstract thought, legal forms, political philosophy, and fetishism, mak-
ing significant contributions to advancing the study of the philosophical thought in Das Kapita/. Studies on
the value form, both domestically and internationally, have expanded the explanatory scope of Marxist phi-
losophy while also entailing various theoretical limitations, such as historical limitations, class subject limita-
tions, use-value limitations, and political limitations. Understanding and interpreting the value form theory
in Das Kapital cannot be separated from the foundation of historical materialism established by Marx;
research on the value form and its philosophical effects should not be divorced from the specific relations of
production and the socio-historical context.

Key words: value form; Das Kapital; interpretive space; theoretical limitations
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