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The Institutionalization of Restorative Justice for Environmental
Crime
WANG Hua, LI Chang-bing

Abstract: Restorative justice for environmental crimes in China is confronted with theoretical predicaments
such as ambiguous definitions and unclear positioning. In practice, there exist problems such as limited appli-
cation, restricted subjects, improper repair and insufficient procedural guarantee. Therefore, environmental
crimes should be understood in a broad sense. Restorative justice for environmental crimes, which is a more
constructive application of the power of punishment, can be stratified and integrated with the traditional crimi-
nal system. That is, for minor crime cases, restorative justice procedures shall be applied at the pre-
prosecution stage with legally binding effect to preclude custodial sentencing, while for serious crime cases, it
serves as a reference for sentencing, balancing restoration and punishment. In practice, the application scope
of restorative justice for environmental crimes should be broadened, and a mixed initiation mode of “coercion
for minor crimes—+selection for serious crimes” should be adopted to ensure the qualification of the subjects.
Meanwhile, the effect of consultation should be enhanced, the legal validity and effect of the restoration
agreement should be established, and ecological restoration measures should be standardized.

Key words: environmental crime; restorative justice; ecological restoration; procedural standardization

(REHRE FRHF)



