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Dialectics of Value in AI Production: Contemporary Reflections
and Theoretical Responses to Marx’s Labor Theory of Value
WANG Gang

Abstract: The revolutionary development of Al technology has not only reshaped the way of working, but
also triggered profound dialectical effects in the field of production: first, it has opened up the possible space
for value innovation; second, it has given rise to the deep-seated contradiction between the dissolution of the
labor subject and the reconstruction of the value order. The dialectical nature of AT’ s deep integration into the
production process and its role in decision-making optimization presents a dual challenge to Marx’ s labor
theory of value which was formulated during the Industrial Revolution. Human-machine collaboration
obscures the delineation of value-creation subjects, while technological advancement engenders cognitive dis-
sonance concerning the diversification of value sources. Against this backdrop, Marx’s labor theory of value,
based on the theoretical foundation that “living labor is the sole source of value creation”, has made a system-
atic response: First, it adheres to the dominant position of the laborer. Even if intelligent systems undertake
mental labor, the ultimate driving force of value creation still stems from human creative practice. Second,
by reconstructing the labor value interpretation method of “human-machine” collaboration, the role of living
labor in value creation is strengthened. Third, the interaction mechanism between capital logic and techno-
logical rationality is dialectically examined, and the dual constraints of technological ethics and distributive
justice is established. Under the framework of the socialist system, artificial intelligence can break through the
tool limitations of capital appreciation and be transformed into a strategic fulcrum for liberating productive
forces, optimizing social relations, and promoting the all-round development of human beings, providing
institutional guarantees for achieving the dialectical unity of technological empowerment and labor liberation.

Key words: artificial intelligence ; intelligent labor; dialectics of value; Marx’s theory of labor value
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