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From Virtual to Real: Spatial Shaping and Legal Advancement of
Ecological Security Barrier Construction
MENG Qing-yu, WANG Yao-hua

Abstract: The construction of ecological security barriers plays an important preventive and safeguarding
role in maintaining national and regional ecological security. Although it has received widespread attention and
frequently appears in legal and policy documents, “vaporization” still exists in the theory and practice of the
construction, specifically manifested as a generalized, homogeneous and formal understanding of ecological
security barriers and their construction practices, which hinders the implementation of the construction.
Therefore, it is necessary to shape the spatial form and advance the legal system to achieve the “concrete”
transformation of barrier construction. The gradually maturing environmental law theory and legislative prac-
tice in China can provide effective assistance. In terms of spatial shaping, the spatial positioning and imple-
mentation path of ecological security barriers should be clarified guided by spatial law theory and based on the
current status of ecological space planning . In terms of legal advancement, the rights and nature of ecological
security barrier construction should be analyzed and a legalization path based on the compilation of environ-
mental law codes and legal and policy coordination should be proposed under the guidance of the value con-
cepts of environmental law.

Key words: rule of law in space; ecological security; ecological security barrier; ecological space; ecologi-

cal environment code
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