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Trust Structure Characteristics of Eco-environmental Crimes and
the Establishment and Development of Credit Governance
LI Rui-hua

Abstract: Building a beautiful China requires a sound governance system for ecological and environmental
crimes. Empirical analysis reveals that, based on the need to seize ecological benefits, the perpetrators reach
a trust and cooperation relationship through joint investment, negotiation of profit distribution, etc., and
carry out behaviors that damage environmental resources, forming a unique trust structure. However, tradi-
tional governance mechanisms such as the multi-layered governance mechanism and the criminal-civil-
executive co-governance model make it difficult to break this structure. As a new regulatory mechanism,
credit punishment plays the functions of regulation, education, and punishment through the incentives for
keeping trust and the sentence for breaking trust, playing positive value in the governance of ecological and
environmental crimes. Based on positioning it as a risk control mechanism for ecological and environmental
crimes, the credit governance system for ecological and environmental crimes can be further constructed.
The specific measures are to establish and improve the full-process supervision platform for environmental
protection credit, promote the mechanism of integrating ecological and environmental protection incentives
for keeping trust and punishment for breaking trust, optimize the use of the environmental protection “black-
list” system and the incentive mechanism for ecological credit restoration, and form a “hierarchical” environ-
mental protection credit evaluation pattern. Based on the punishment function of the credit mechanism, it is
connected with legal responsibility to ensure the legalization of the credit mechanism in the governance of eco-
logical and environmental crimes.

Key words: ecology and environmental crime; trust structure; ecological trust; credit punishment
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