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New Exploitation Mechanism of Digital Imperialism and Its
Reflection
ZHOU Lu-ping, WU Ting

Abstract: Digitization has become the most prominent feature of the 21st century. As the latest form of
imperialism, digital imperialism is a new exploitation mode with the capitalization of digital goods, digital
technology, digital platform and digital labor as social facilities and excess monopoly profits as social content.
The superficial reflection on the shell form of digital social facilities and the basic form of digital colonization
cannot reveal the essential provisions of digital imperialism, that is, its new exploitation system still strictly
follows the capital logic. In other words, as long as it does not rise to the height of capital criticism, it is
impossible to clarify the new forms of exploitation of digital imperialism and its operating mechanism. Specifi-
cally, digital imperialism constructs a new form of exploitation with digital goods as the carrier of economic
plunder, digital space as the field of political control, and digital fetishism as the power of ideological disci-
pline. On the one hand, it takes the monopoly of the core digital means of production as the historical prem-
ise, and constantly reproduces the digital capitalist relationship between digital means of production and digi-
tal labor; On the other hand, it takes grabbing absolute excess monopoly profits as the social content, freely
occupies the production and consumption labor of the global platform users, and replaces the materialized sur-
plus labor value. However, the synchronic existence and endogenous paradox of capital proclaims the struc-
tural and systemic crisis of digital imperialism. Therefore, it is urgent to construct digital socialism to enable
the free and all-round development of human beings, and to resist and prevent the invasion of digital imperial-
ism through the practice of new civilization in the digital era.

Key words: digital imperialism; new exploitation mechanism; critique of capital; digital socialism
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