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Measuring System and Perceived Evaluation of People’s Needs for a
Better Life

QING Jing

Abstract: “The needs for a better life” is the rightful meaning of a better life, reflecting the value orientation
of Marxism with the goal of human freedom and comprehensive development, and demonstrating the essen-
tial advantage of socialism in solving the contradiction between the growing needs of the people for a better
life and the unbalanced and inadequate development. It is an inevitable demand for the practical development
of socialism with Chinese characteristics in the new era. Guided by Marx needs theory, the study explores
the issue of the needs for a better life from two aspects: 1) First, it defines the two levels of needs that affect
a better life—survival needs and development needs, and constructs a corresponding analytical framework to
measure the satisfaction of these needs; 2)Second, it distinguishes between the two concepts of the needs for
a better life and the perception of a better life. By establishing a structural equation analysis between the
needs to be satisfied and the perceived evaluation, the study explores the differences and causes between the
degree of satisfaction of people’s actual needs for a better life and their perception of a better life. Research
has found that the degree of satisfaction with the needs for a better life varies at different levels, and this
degree of satisfaction has different impacts on the perception of a better life. Specifically, the satisfaction
level of survival needs has a significant positive impact on the perception of a better life, while the satisfaction
level of development needs has no significant impact on the perception. The study not only enriches and
improves the theoretical exploration and empirical evidence for the multidimensional of needs of a better life,
but also provides important references for targeted social governance policy formulation and the realization of
a better life for the people.

Key words: people’s better life; needs for a better life; perception for a better life; Marx needs theory;

structural equation model
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