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On the Possibility of Intrinsic Value of Nature as an Ethical Belief
ZHANG Cong-hui, LU Yong-sheng

Abstract: The moral agent capable of bearing environmental obligations is only human. When attempting to
derive human moral duties from the intrinsic value of nature, which lacks human reference, through a Kantian
ethical belief, it is necessary to provide a universally credible justification , guiding individuals to live accord-
ing to such beliefs. Philosophical defenses of the possibility of belief primarily include cognitive, moral, and
pragmatic justificatory reasons. Based on the construction logic of the “fact-value-duty” framework of intrin-
sic natural value, ecocentrists employ epistemological evidence from biology to provide cognitive justification
for intrinsic natural value as an ethical belief. They establish its moral justification from the dimension of
moral oughtness within the framework of Kant’ s categorical imperative. At the level of action-guiding-
purpose, they address the limitations of instrumental natural value in practice, supplementing the pragmatic
justification for intrinsic natural value as an ethical belief. In this process, the ethical significance of intrinsic
natural value 1s further substantiated.

Key words: intrinsic value of nature; ethical belief; cognitive justification; moral justification; pragmatic jus-
tification (BREHE N &
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