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Time Exploitation of Digital Capitalism and Its Critique of Political
Economy
NIE Jia-qi

Abstract: In Das Capital and its manuscript, Marx, based on the perspective of philosophy and economics,
expounded the internal mechanism through which capital controls and exploits the life time of laboring indi-
viduals, unravelling the “time mystery” of capital movement. With the digital transformation of capitalism,
the time exploitation of digital capital has taken on multiple forms. It has not only increased the exploitation
of labor time through new methods such as precise control, fragmented possession, and blurred boundaries,
but also strengthened the exploitation of leisure time of different subjects such as “digital technicians” and
“digital crowds” through digital labor. Digital capital reconstructs production time from the dimensions of
time and space, and digital power systematically disciplines the time system from the dimensions of social
time, which together constitute the dual driving force of digital capitalism'’s time exploitation. To break the
dilemma of time exploitation, it is imperative to vigorously liberate and develop digital productivity, trans-
form digital capitalist production relations, construct a digital socialist time paradigm, thereby realizinge the
true liberation of free time for human society.

Key words: digital capitalism; time exploitation; labor time; leisure time; time liberation
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