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Formation Mechanism of Natural Resources Property Rights Based
on Public Ownership
HUAN Ji-e

Abstract: The constitutional and legal provisions concerning the ownership of natural resources, along with
the subjects, objects, rights, and procedural mechanisms for the generation of property rights, constitute a
static normative framework. This framework serves as the legal foundation for the establishment of natural
resource property rights, with its institutional genesis rooted in the constitutional principle of public owner-
ship of natural resources. The theory of resource allocation based on public ownership acknowledges the pub-
lic power over the allocation of natural resources, emphasizing that the exercise of such public power is
inspired and restricted by the socialist public ownership system. It requires taking the interests of the whole
people as the starting point and adopting various means such as the market, planning, and consensus to
actively and properly allocate resources, which conforms to the normative logic of the Chinese Constitution
and the practical needs of Chinese modernization. The static configuration should provide ample space for the
public and rational utilization of natural resources that serve vital ecological and survival functions. The trans-
fer and registration of natural resource property rights represent the dynamic aspect of two-tier configuration,
which must be constrained by the principles of socialist public ownership, aimed at ensuring the economic and
ecological well-being of the whole people. It is imperative to establish effective institutional linkages to
address the temporal lags arising from institutional separations. The development of a mature and dynamic
natural resource property rights system necessitates the synergistic efforts of static normative configurations
and dynamic public authority operations.

Key words: public ownership; property rights of natural resources; owned by the whole people; owned by

the state; allocation; airspace resources; mineral resources
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