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Establishing an Ecological and Environmental Liability System with
Chinese Characteristics
LIU Chang-xing

Abstract: Liability system is an important content of the ecological environment code, playing the function
of guaranteeing the implementation of the code and even the overall environmental laws and regulations. The
ecological and environmental liabilities have been constantly innovated and developed in legislation and judi-
cial practice, enriching the form and content of legal liability, yet issues such as fragmentation have emerged,
accompanied by inadequate theoretical depth. In the compilation of the ecological environment code, it is
imperative to clarify the types and scopes of ecological and environmental liabilities based on their legal attri-
butes, establish the content and structure of the liability system, and coordinate the relationships between
internal and external system. The design of the liability system should fully absorb the liability innovation
experience based on China’ s practice, reflecting Chinese characteristics. It is essential to comprehensively
stipulate the principles and basic modes of the ecological and environmental liability system, and to properly
address the relationship between liability rules and liability investigation procedures. The arrangement of the
liability system within the ecological environment code should adhere to a relatively centralized mode combin-
ing the general and the specific.

Key words: ecological environment code; legal liability; institutional innovation; liability system
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