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Constructing a Chinese Legal System for Green and Low-carbon
Development That Leads the World

ZHANG Zhong-min, LI Wen-he

Abstract: Resolution of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China on Further Deepening
Reform Comprehensively to Advance Chinese Modernization and the State Council on Accelerating the Com-
prehensive Green Transformation of Economic and Social Development are milestones in the innovation of
environmental rule of law. They respectively specify the specific tasks of compiling the Ecological Environ-
ment Code and plan the chapter layout of the Code. They require that the scope of environmental rule of law
should be expanded to green and low-carbon development, and that it should be systematically considered
with pollution prevention and control and natural ecological protection, and that full-process control should be
made for production, circulation, consumption and other links. They also propose key tasks such as building
a circular economy, steadily promoting carbon peak and carbon neutrality, and responding to climate change,
which provide important guidelines for the compilation of the Ecological Environment Code. The green and
low-carbon development chapter of the Ecological Environment Code must respond to these arrangements in
a concentrated manner, follow the moderate codification model, comprehensively design the chapter struc-
ture, scientifically select the main systems, and accurately deal with key issues, so as to build Chinese legal
system for green and low-carbon development that leads the world.

Key words: green and low-carbon development; legal system; climate change response; cleaner production
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