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Operating Mechanism of Marx’s Capitalist Ethics and Its Practical
Inspiration
LIU Shao-ming

Abstract: Marx believed that capitalist ethics, as consciously constructed ideologies, have a regular operat-
ing mechanism. First, the unity of capitalist ethics in essence and form. Capitalist ethics essentially serve the
mode of production, but the essence of serving the mode of production needs to be expressed through forms
such as economic ethics, political ethics, social ethics, and survival ethics. Second, the unity of capitalist eth-
ics in terms of sociality and individualism. Capitalist ethics are formed through human social interaction, but
ultimately implemented by human cognition, emotions, and desires. Third, the unity of timeliness and stabil-
ity in capitalist ethics. Capitalism promotes changing ethics at different stages of its transformation, based on
different interests, but maintains relatively stable ethical core norms within the changing ethics. Marx’s rev-
elation of the operating mechanism of the triple ethics provides theoretical basis for criticizing the new changes
in contemporary capitalist ethics, and ethical enlightenment for the construction of Chinese path to
modernization.

Key words: Marx; ethics; operating mechanism ; inspiration
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