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Legal Theory Proposition and Standard System of Ecosystem
Service Function

ZHAO Wen-jing, WU Zhi-liang

Abstract: As the service function of ecosystem to human beings has been gradually explored, it has become
a kind of resource benefit in human society. The benefit of ecosystem service makes the behavior and goal of
environmental protection and economic development overlap, which is in line with the interests of human
beings to pursue the common good. In order to maximize its function, it should be regulated in the scope of
legal interests. To legalize ecosystem service interests, legal rights should be taken as the carrier and corre-
sponding obligations, rights and responsibilities should be formulated, so as to form a legal concept system
with ecosystem service interests as the core. As a new legal concept, ecosystem service should be fixed by
legal norms, which requires a new understanding of existing legal norms or the creation of new legal norms to
construct a “rights-duty-responsibility” structural system, with the aim to realize the integration and evolution
of the whole legal system.

Key words: ecosystem service; legal interests; emerging rights; article 1235 of the Civi/ Code
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