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Who Is the Weak? Strategies of Contestation, Boundary Reorgani-
sation and Value Rethinking in Visibility
ZHAO Hai-ming

Abstract: Visibility is a public practice involving the participation of all citizens, which is expressed in three
aspects: the visibility of issues, the visibility of discussion and the visibility of recognition. In the strategy of
fighting for visibility, the weak adopts the visual politics of universal spectatorship, performative resistance
and mediatised exhibition, image politics and playful discourse, constructing a strategy of visibility production
centred on emotions. However, the weak are in an invisible position in the concealment of self-expression
and the planning of false events, and the public’s sympathy fatigue for the weak and the fluidity of the bound-
ary of “strong-weak” identities further deconstructs the moral discourse and identity of the weak, ultimately
leading to the deconstruction of the weak. The public’s sympathy fatigue for the weak and the fluidity of the
“strong-weak” identity boundary further deconstruct the moral discourse and identity of the “weak”, and ulti-
mately the “de-subjectivity” of the weak is accompanied by the process of constructing public rationality and
the concept of justice. To reshape visible justice, it is necessary to establish a standardised visibility mecha-
nism, make the process of visibility resource allocation more reasonable, and build a benign online public
sphere.

Key words: visual spectatorship; attention resources; politics of recognition; mass solitude; visibility justice
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